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May 2 Presenter:  Peter Burch       
 Program:    Lea Crown, Director of Health and Human Services,    
  City of Meriden    
  “Public Health Through the Ages”
A brief history of key public health events (such as Typhoid Mary) that shaped 
modern public health practice today, including hand washing, epidemiology, 
quarantine and isolation. The presenter will also give an overview of services 
provided by the Department of Health and Human Services.

May 9 Presenter:  Peter Burch       
 Program:    Capt David R Kania, Squadron Commander    
  Silver City Cadet Squadron     
  “Civil Air Patrol: The Best Kept Secret”
This talk will include the history of the CAP and what we do today.

May 16 Presenter:  Peter Burch       
 Program:    Cathryn Prince, Author
  “American Daredevil: The Extraordinary Life of Richard   
  Halliburton”
With a polished walking stick and neatly pressed trousers, Richard Halliburton served 
as an intrepid globetrotting guide for millions of Americans in the 1920s and ’30s. 
As chronicled in “American Daredevil”, Halliburton harnessed the media of his day 
to gain and maintain a widespread following long before our age of the twenty-four-
hour news cycle, and thus became the fi rst adventure journalist.

May 23 Presenter:  Phil Callan       
 Program:     Constance “Connie” Castillo, Airport Manager and Pilot   
   Meriden Markham Airport
  “History of Meriden Airport - The Early Years”
Meriden Airport has a rich history dating back to 1919. It began with a shipment of 
silver from The International Silver Co. that was transported by air from Meriden 
to a New Jersey department store. This fl ight made history by becoming the 1st 
commercial shipment using aerial transportation from anyplace in CT. Learn more 
during this presentation on how a small grass fi eld in South Meriden grew over the 
past 100 years to become what it is today.

May 30 Presenter:  Ron Pell       
 Program:    Mark Perlman, Author
   “The Reluctant Soldier, and his times - a historical novel”
The son of a slave confronts segregation in the old South only to survive two World 
Wars in France and his own personal tragedies on both sides of the Atlantic.

• Y’s Men member Larry Lederman scored a triple-header at 
the April 11 meeting. First, he won the raffl  e; then he used a 
happy dollar to announce that today was his 81st birthday; 
and thirdly, he announced that he had just prepared his 34-
foot sailboat for this season of sailing (a boat he can manage 
by himself).

• Phil Callan used a story-teller slot to review some colorful 
anecdotes from national baseball teams from the 1930’s and 
1940’s. During the years of WWII, players were either too 
young or too old for the draft, including a 15 y/o pitcher. 

• It was a pleasure to see Lenny Cheerman back in attendance 
on April 18

• John Colaresi used a story teller slot on April 18 to describe 
several of his DVDs depicting French actors and actresses in 
movies made in Europe during WWII. 

• Mark Burwick used a story-teller slot to read a very mature 
letter writen by his grandson who was applying to RPI.

• Bob Newcomb noted that his granddaughter Rebecca will 
be receiving her Ph.D. in Physical Therapy
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Apr 4 - Phil Callan, Retired Radio Broadcaster
“Edward R. Murrow “Person to Person” TVshow, featuring 
Norman Rockwell, Dean Martin and Eleanor Roosevelt”
 On April 4, some 37 Y’s Men of Meriden (4 by Zoom) were 
reintroduced to three famous personalities: Norman Rockwell, 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Dean Martin. Projecting DVD videos 
made compatible for screen projection by the club’s Technology 
Committee, member Phil Callan provided commentary as noted 
broadcast journalist and war correspondent Edward R. Murrow 
conducted in-home interviews with each celebrity during his 
“Person to Person” TV show.
 The fi rst interview was with well-known artist Norman 
Rockwell in 1959, as the chain-smoking Murrow and his CBS 
crew joined Rockwell in his home in Stockbridge MA. Some 
of the discussions centered on his Four Freedoms series, with 
Rockwell displaying his Freedom of Speech and Freedom of 
Worship paintings in his studio. Also discussed were his covers 
of the Saturday Evening Post, which at the time of this interview 
totaled 323 over a 47-year span. Rockwell also discussed his use 
of friends and neighbors in Stockbridge to be the models in his 
paintings, a process that began with a photograph, then made into 
a drawing, and fi nally creation of the painting.
 Next was Eleanor Roosevelt, fi rst lady of the United 
States from 1933 to 1945, during her husband President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s four terms in offi  ce. This 1954 interview displayed 
her 5-room duplex apartment in New York City. At the time, she 
was a constant traveler, column writer and speech giver. She 
handled all her own mail (about 100 items daily, some of it critical 
of her former husband). Also present during the interview was the 
grandson of Fala, the Scottish Terrier “fi rst dog” of FDR. She 
revealed she never cooks “except for scrambled eggs on Sunday 
nights”. When asked, she stated she never gets homesick for the 
White House.
 Last up was Ohio native Dean Martin, interviewed by 
Murrow in 1958. When queried, he discussed his career as a 
singer, actor, and comedian. During this clip, viewers met his 
current wife Jean and several of his seven children. During the 
interview, Martin challenged Murrow to a game of poker for a $20 
donation to a favorite charity, the game being “fi xed” by Martin 
(fi ve kings beat four aces). Martin also discussed his association 
with Jerry Lewis, which ended acrimoniously, but which Martin 
now described as “we had 10 wonderful years together”.

Apr 11 - William MacDonnell, Retired Dentist Anesthesiologist
“Horace Wells – Discoverer of Anesthesia and Connecticut’s 
Greatest Humanitarian”
 It was a story of monumental accomplishments and 
personal tragedy. Thirty-seven Y’s Men of Meriden (including 
seven by Zoom) on April 11 were presented with a narrative and 
slide program by William “Bill” MacDonnell regarding Horace 
Wells, considered the world’s discoverer of anesthesia and also 
Connecticut’s Greatest Humanitarian. MacDonnell is President 
of the CT Society of Dentist Anesthesiologists, as well as Past 
President of the American Society of Dentist Anesthesiologists 
and Past President of the CT State Dental Association.
 Prior to 1844, no anesthesia was available for essential 
surgery (mostly amputations). But through a discovery by Wells, a 
very successful dentist, a new era of pain-free surgery was ushered 
in. Wells was attending a stage show that year where nitrous oxide 
(N2O) was being used as “laughing gas” for entertainment and 
observed one audience participant who severely injured his leg 
while returning to his seat, yet had no pain. Wells then proceeded 
to have one of his own teeth extracted on Dec. 11, 1844 under 
N2O anesthesia and on recovery stated the procedure had been 
pain-free. 
 Wells was advised to obtain a patent, but as a humanitarian, 
he declined, stating “let it be as free as the air we breathe”. But 
personal tragedy struck Wells on Jan 20, 1845, while he was 
demonstrating a tooth extraction under anesthesia at Harvard 
Medical School; unfortunately, the patient awakened and cried 
out in pain and Wells was laughed out of the room, subsequently 
going into a deep depression. 
 Wells never recovered from this “humiliation”; in 1848 
at age 33, he had become addicted to chloroform and splashed 
acid on a prostitute; he was jailed in New York’s Tomb Prison, 
then released to go to his home, and there took his own life by 
slashing his femoral artery. William Morton, a former student 
under Wells, fi rst published in 1846 about the use of inhaled ether 
as a surgical anesthetic, and subsequently claimed unsuccessfully 
that he was the discoverer of anesthesia.
  MacDonnell has invested considerable time in polishing 
our recollection of Wells as the true founder of anesthesia. The 
Horace Wells Club was founded in 1894 and has met annually ever 
since. The American Medical Association has since recognized 
Horace Wells as “Discoverer of Anesthesia”. MacDonnell has led 
extensive restoration eff orts on monuments in Connecticut dedicated 
to Horace Wells, most especially in Hartford’s Cedar Hills Cemetery 
(also the interment site of Katherine Hepburn and Samuel Colt).

Date Attendance
Apr 4 37 (33 in-person + 4 by Zoom)
Apr 11 37 (30 in-person + 7 by Zoom)
Apr 18 38 (35 in-person + 3 by Zoom)
Apr 25 39 (36 in person + 3 by Zoom)

Treasurer’s Report
Mar 28, 2023   $3910.93
 
Guests   Introduced By
Peter Allen   Jay Kaplan
Bob Dubicki   Norm Robillard
Neil Goodkind  Dick Kalt

Date Raffl  e winner
Apr 4 Jack Braddock
Apr 11 Larry Lederman
Apr 18 Jim Chapman
Apr 25 Paul Scollan

Cribbage
Apr 4 Walt Ziemba over Ron Carlstrom (+7)
Apr 11 No game today
Apr 18 Walt Ziemba over Ron Carlstrom (+27) 
 and Tom Marshall (+28)
Apr 25 Ron Carlstrom over Walt Ziemba (+14)
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Apr 18 - John Augustyn, President, Meriden-Wallingford 
Community Foundation
“Leaving a Legacy with The Meriden-Wallingford 
Community Foundation”
 Founded in 1997 and spurred by community leaders 
such as Phil Ashton, the Meriden-Wallingford Community 
Foundation (MWCF) was created to stimulate charitable 
donations and build a “community nest egg” in this area. 
Speaking to 38 Y’s Men of Meriden (3 by Zoom) on April 
18, John Augustyn, MWCF Board President, described the 
mission and functioning of the Foundation.
 Following an introduction by Jack Brooks, a 
MWCF founding member and longstanding Y’s Men 
member, Augustyn fi rst noted that the Foundation is not 
an organization to receive and donate funds, but rather 
an umbrella organization which helps oversee a group 
of charitable funds created by various individuals and 
organizations. The advantage to these entities is that MWCF 
does the administrative work (otherwise costing perhaps 
15% of assets annually); it also distributes grants in the name 
of the individual funds, all at no charge.
 There are currently 23 funds under the MWCF 
umbrella, including the Meriden Wallingford Chrysalis 
Fund, United Way Fund, Phillip and Jane Ashton Fund, 
Meriden Boys & Girls Club Fund, and the Campership 
Fund for Meriden and Wallingford. Two recent additions are 
the COVID Fund and Latino Labs (supporting the Record-
Journal). The MWCF has no paid staff  and is self-funded, 
costing about $8000 annually to operate. 
 Types of funds include Donor-Designated (with 
fund distribution dictated by the individual fund) and Donor-
Advised (relying on MWCF to select donees and amounts of 
donations).  Some reasons to join MWCF to guide donations:  
it is local with deep roots in the Meriden and Wallingford 
communities, it provides highly personalized service 
tailored to each donor’s charitable and fi nancial interests, 
it partners with professional fi nancial advisers to ensure 
eff ective charitable giving plans, and it builds endowment 
funds for the community forever and creates legacies. For 
further information, go to www.mw-cf.org

Apr 25 - Dick Kalt, Former General Manager, WPLR-FM, 
New Haven and Ron Pell, gold record winning musician 
and a key member of WDRC in Hartford
“The WPLR story. The emergence of FM radio during 
the Sex, Drugs and Rock & Roll decade”
 “The emergence of FM radio during the Sex, Drugs 
and Rock & Roll decade.” This was the illustrated topic 
related to 39 Y’s Men of Meriden (3 by Zoom) on April 25 
by Dick Kalt, former General Manager of WPLR-FM in 
New Haven. Kalt was joined by Y’s Men member Ron Pell 
who related his own experiences with WDRC in Hartford 
during the exciting 1970’s.
 Kalt moved to Connecticut in 1970 and after a short 
stint at another radio station, he met Bob Herpe who had 
purchased WPLR, a small FM radio station, for $125,000 
(and later sold it for $6 million) and who asked Kalt to manage 
it. One of his fi rst actions: he modeled the WPLR publicity 
signs after the “I Brake For Animals” bumper stickers, very 
popular at the time. Early in 1972, as he moved the station 

toward a “progressive rock” format, he called John Lennon 
in New York who consented to an exclusive on-air interview 
with WPLR to support a fundraising drive for muscular 
dystrophy; after that event, “the phones melted”. The Y’s 
Men were able to hear some of the recorded conversation 
between Kalt and Lennon. 
 Kalt next successfully arranged a live concert at 
the Springfi eld Auditorium by Kenny Rogers, aired live on 
WPLR. And after hearing Jerry Lewis perform at the Oakdale 
Theater in Wallingford, Kalt talked him into performing on 
the New Haven Green daily for a fi ve-day radiothon to support 
muscular dystrophy fundraising, an engagement that was to 
repeat itself over the next two years. Other performances 
performed for WPLR included The Doobie Brothers (1974), 
Fleetwood Mac, and a concert series with 22 performances 
at Trod Nossel (Wallingford). Numerous WPLR concerts 
were performed at Toad’s Place in New Haven.
 The New Haven Road Race was created by WPLR in 
1977 and continues to this day. Approximately 5000 runners 
participate annually, supporting local charities. Performers 
such as Harry Chapin have performed for this event.
 Ron Pell, former Marketing and Business 
Development Manager for WDRC in Hartford, then 
described the station’s switch to a Rock & Roll format during 
the rise in popularity of the Beatles. He projected images of 
recording studios and performing groups from the day, as 
well as a poster advertising a performance by Ron Landry 
which overshadowed the Beatles (during their ascendance). 
And he discussed Dick Robinson, founder of the Connecticut 
School of Broadcasting in 1964.
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